SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ARKANSAS PUBLIC
SCHOOL ACADEMIC FACILITY MANUAL, APPENDIX “A” TO
COMMISSION FOR ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIC FACILITIES
AND TRANSPORTATION RULES GOVERNING THE ACADEMIC
FACILITIES PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Arkansas Code Annotation § 6-20-809(d) mandates that the Arkansas
Public School Academic Facility Manual be reviewed and updated on an annual
basis. This Manual contains uniform standards to guide the planning, design,
and construction of new public school academic facilities and additions to
existing public school academic facilities. Following is a summary of proposed
revisions.

Changes Made Before Public Comment Period

1. Overall Manual Format

a. 2-column format
i. construction standards in left column
il. guidelines in right column

b. Page numbering format changed; previous “Sections” now designated
as "Chapters”; these Chapters contain Sections correlating to
previously numbered sections

2. Chapter 1 — How to Use This Section renamed How to Use This Manual

a. Removed section 1100,Executive Summary table
b. Removed section 1200, Planning, Design, and Construction Process
¢. Removed section 1300, Definitions

3. Chapter 2 — Educational Facility Planning Concepts

a. Section 2000 changed from Best Practices to Educational Facility
Planning Concepts Introduction
i. Section 2000 has been, largely, rewritten {o better address the
subject matter |
b. Section 2100 — Special Education has been moved to Chapter 3




c. Section 2200 — Workforce Development has been moved to Chapter 3
Chapter 3 — Educational Framework

a. Section 3000 Principles renamed Educational Framework

Removed references to pre-K

¢. Section 3000, changed “Workforce Development” to “Career
Education”

d. Added new Section 3100, “High Performance Learning Environments”

e. Added new Section 3200, “Special Education” (moved from Chapter 2,
Section 2100)
i. Removed Definition of Terms

f.  Added new Section 3300, “Career Education” (moved from Chapter 2,
Section 2200; renamed from previous Workforce Development)

o

Chapter 4 - Site Guidelines, renamed Site Selection and Design

a. Merged sections 4000, 4100, and 4200 into one Section 4000

b. Removed prescriptive site dimensions that were deemed directive in
nature, rather than guidelines. Site selection, by each district, is
unique to their local needs.

Chapter 5 — Program of Requirements (POR) [Bracketing], renamed

Program of Requirements

a. Removed the previous POR form graphics and added the hyperlink to
the actual form, located on the Division’s website
b. Added Health Center restroom (45 square feet) as required space.

Chapter 6 — Program Space Guidelines

a. Removed pre-K throughout

b. Replaced ‘chalkboard’ with ‘marker board’, which includes white
boards and smart boards

¢c. Space plates and standards are, largely, unchanged

Chapter 7 — Building Systems

a. Section 7000 — Introduction
i. Removed “Green Building Design (optional)” from standards



b. Added new Section 7050 — Civil Sitework
c. All 7000-series sections
i. Incorporated Advisory Committee recommendations for
clarifications and/or changes to design and construction technical
specifications

9. Former Section 3 — Custodial and Maintenance — Removed

a. This section will be provided as a stand-alone document, through the
Division’s website

10. Former Section 4 — Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment Procurement —
Removed

a. This section will be provided as a stand-alone document, through the
Division’s website

11. Former Section 5 — Technology — Removed

This section was primarily definitions of technology staff roles and job
descriptions; deemed outside the scope of this.

Changes Made After Public Comment Period

Chapter 5:

In the POR (“Program of Requirements”), spaces previously designated
as “Workforce Development’ were changed to “Career Education.” Also, on the
suitability analysis page, an extra column was added for applicants to distinguish
between Single-Purpose Areas added before 2008 and those added after 2008
to provide clarity. Neither of these revisions change the POR calculation.

Also, the numbering was changed on pages four through eleven of the
POR. The content of the pages remained the same, however, and this
renumbering in no way modified the Program of Requirements.

Chapter 7, Section 7050

Page 1: Changed sentence to allow drawings to be prepared in .pdf format
or AutoCAD DWG (previously language allowed only AutoCAD DWGQG).

Page 2: Changes sentence “[tlhe enclosure will require a pair of gates on
the “open” side to screen the dumpster interior and provide access,” to “[tlhe
enclosure will be gated on the “open” side to screen the dumpster interior and
provide access.”



Chapter 7, Section 7100
Page 1: Change prohibits use of calcium chloride in concrete (for
foundations and floor slabs at grade}).

Chapter 7, Section 7120
Page 4: Changes term “Pre-Case” to “Pre-Cast.” Also removed as a
standard use of paint or skim-coat plaster on interior surfaces.

Chapter 7, Section 7130

Page 5: Regarding metal roofing with blanket insulation, changed
component from “Galvanized steel purlins” to “Factory primed or galvanized steel
purlins.” Also removed from components section ‘{s]olid substrate with ice/water
shield moisture barrier recommended.”

Page 6: Under construction standards for metal roof with blanket
insulation, change sentence “[tlhermal spacers where panels attach directly to
purlins” to “[p]rovide break where panels attach directly to purlins.”

Chapter 7, Section 7160
Page 1: Previous draft deleted as an interior floor finish “hardwood.”
Hardwood now added as an example of interior floor finishes.

Chapter 7, Section 7170
Page 3: Noise Reduction Coefficient changed from .65 to .55 for
acoustical ceilings and panels.

Chapter 7, Section 7400

Page 3: Regarding lighting standards, requirement for “energy-efficient
and high efficiency fluorescent light fixtures utilizing low harmonic electronic
ballasts and low-mercury certified lamps” changed to “energy-efficient and high-
efficiency light fixtures.”

Page 12: Changed Electric “Outlet Locations” to “Recommended Device
Locations.”

Chapter 7, Section 7500

Page 1: Removed as a standard that a technology system plan and
specifications shall be prepared “as part of the overall building design process
before construction begins,” and that “[ijt shall be designed and approved by a
Registered Communications Distribution Designer (RCDD).” Replaced that
standard with a Guideline reading “[t]he Technology System Pian and
Specification should be designed and approved by a Registered
Communications Distribution Designer (RCDD).”



Changes Made After Second Public Comment Period

The following non-substantive changes were made after the second public
comment period:

Chapter 4
Accessible parking spaces specifically added as required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Chapter 6, Sections 6103 (pg. 15, 18), 6203 {pg. 15, 18) and 6303 (pg. 16, 20).
In Health Clinic, “sharps container” added as Fixed Equipment, and note
added that “[rlestroom must be located adjacent to health clinic with entrance
from the health clinic.”
In Health Center Restroom, note added “[rlestroom must be located
adjacent to health clinic with entrance from the health clinic.”
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